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For instance in 194-5 one Moscow boys' school with an
attendance of 1,400 had to provide thirty boys from the
seventh class for the labour reserve. The seventh class
contained 120 boys, and more than thirty were prepared to
leave voluntarily: so the quota was over-filled. When
the number of volunteers is insufficient for the call-up,
teachers select the dullest boys to fill the quota. Children
in the eighth to tenth classes are exempt from call-up.
In September 1946 the call-up produced 434,000 boys and
girls in Russia between the ages of 14 and 16. More than
half were volunteers.1 The children are sent to factory
training schools or to trade and railway schools. A good
deal of their training is * on the job'. They receive a third
of the value of the work they do, together with their food
and lodging and clothes. Some schools (e.g., railway
schools) have a uniform for their pupils. All labour
reserve schools are under a semi-military discipline. Slack-
ness is severely punished.
The labour reserves, although they are child labour, have
made notable-contributions to the Soviet Union's war-time
production. The education in a labour reserve school
does not replace ordinary school education, and the Soviet
Government is tackling the problem of how to save the
2*5 million children trained in these schools since 1940
from illiteracy.
To meet this problem the Government has instituted
evening schools, which aim at completing seven-year or ten-
year schooling. Attendance is voluntary and responsibility
for persuading children to go to these schools is shared by
the factory manager, who must create suitable conditions,
and Komsomols, who .must arouse in the children a desire
to attend. It would appear that the response has been
somewhat disappointing; probably about a third of the
children in labour reserves are attending; and while some
papers declare proudly that there are over nearly 2,000
night schools in the R.S.F.SJL, attended by 315,000
1 Pravda, 14.9.46.

